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This paper will illustrate some DOM patterns in Balochi (a contemporary language spoken in
Pakistan, Iran, etc.) and compare them to similar patterns in other Iranian languages.

Balochi has a case system contrasting a direct case (suffix zero) with an oblique case (sg.
-a, pl. -an) and an object case (sg. -ara, pl. -an(r)a). Just as many other languages of Asia,
Balochi marking of objects depends on the presence or absence of certain criteria (DOM):
"the more definite and the more animate the object the more likely it is" to be marked
(FARreLL 1990:65).

This means, such objects will have the suffix of the oblique or the object case in clauses
that pattern nominatively (these are those with a verb form based on the present stem). It also
applies to those that pattern ergatively (ergativity occurs in many Balochi dialects, it si limited
to constructions with verb forms based on the past stem). Since in ergative constructions the
agent is likewise in the oblique, resulting sentence patterns include those with agent and
object in the same case. In a way, this is the mirror to patterns in the nominative domain in
which the object is not marked because it is generic/indefinite, non-specific and inanimate is
in the direct case, so agent and object would be both in the direct case (i.e. unmarked).

The criteria for an object being liable to be oblique or object case marking ("Identified
Object Marking", IOM) depend on the presence of various conditions, and there is some
variation among the Balochi dialects as well. Definiteness is a necessary condition for an
object to be marked, while, unlike in Hindi/Urdu, [+animate] is not. In several dialects, the
markers are also combinable with the clitic -é (often called "indefinite article", but more
adequately termed "individuation marker"), e.g. koh-e-a "a [specific] mountain" (OBL).

For identified objects, the choice between the oblique and the object case depends on
animacy. Again unlike Hindi/Urdu (which contrasts living beings with inanimates), humans
may be marked by the object case suffix (and this is the predominant pattern for those objects
in ergative constructions that are marked at all) while the object case is used for animals and
things.

The Balochi patterns agree with those from other Iranian languages. For instance, double
oblique constructions are found in Vafsi in the ergative domain when the object is animate,
and human objects are marked with a directional preposition in the nominative as well as in
the ergative domain in Bactrian.

Relevant literature:

Gholami, Saloumeh (fthc.): "Ergativity in Bactrian." In: Orientalia Suecana 58

Farrell, Tim 1990: Basic Balochi. An introductory course. Baluchistan Monograph Series 1. Naples: Istituto
Universitario Orientale

—— 1995: "Fading Ergativity? A Study of Ergativity in Balochi". In: David C. Bennett, Theodora Bynon and B.
George Hewitt (eds.): Subject, Voice and Ergativity: Selected Essays. London: SOAS, pp. 218-243

Jahani, Carina, and Agnes Korn (fthe.): "Balochi." In: Gernot Windfuhr (ed.): The Iranian Languages: Typology
and Syntax. London: Routledge

Klaiman, Miriam 1987: "Mechanisms of Ergativity in South Asia." In: Lingua 71, pp. 61-102

Korn, Agnes 2008: "Marking of arguments in Balochi ergative and mixed constructions." In: Simin Karimi, Vida
Samiian, Donald Stilo (eds.): Aspects of Iranian Linguistics. Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars Publishing,
pp. 249-276 http://titus.fkidg1 .uni-frankfurt.de/personal/agnes/mix.pdf

Sims-Williams, Nicholas 1998: "Further notes on the inscription of Rabatak, with an Appendix on the Names of
Kujula Kadphises and Vima Taktu in Chinese (pl. 9-12)". In: Nicholas Sims-Williams (ed.): Proceedings
of the Third European Conference of Iranian Studies held in Cambridge, 11th to 15th September 1995.
Part I: Old and Middle Iranian Studies. Wiesbaden: Reichert, pp. 79-92

Stilo, Donald 2004: Vafsi Folk Tales. Twenty Four Folk Tales in the Gurchani Dialect of Vafsi as Narrated by
Ghazanfar Mahmudi and Mashdi Mahdi and Collected by Lawrence P. Ellwell-Sutton


http://www.c-s-p.org/Flyers/Aspects-of-Iranian-Linguistics1-84718-639-4.htm

